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Abstract

The Wikipediaentry for Dercongal Abbey (oHolywood Abbey refers to it asa..a

medieval Premonstratensian monastic community located in Dumfriesshire,
Scotlandé I1Its founder was .plhecabbeybadarey , Al
secularized in the ¥6century, and in the beginning of the ¥7century wasturned

into a seculatordship The ruins of the abbey wetdemolishedn the last quarter of

the 18" centuryd The sameentry citesin reference James KingHewisonfrom his
1912work, Dumfriesshire, for the Cambridge County Geographiesa few fragments

of the abbey and later hospital survived together with a bell from the old abbey, now
located in the replacement parish churbearing the Latin inscription that translates

as AJohn Welsh, Abbot of Hod.ewisoo,Eellowa us ed
of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotlansburcechis information froma 19" century

report made byames Barbouin ajournal of theDumfriesshire and Gallowayatural

History and Antiquarian SociefpGNHAS)

In the first Statistical Account of Scotlanfublished between 1799), thebell
reported to be sponsored dghn Welshwas originally attributed tdohn Wrichand
consecrated in 1154 he author of the statistical retufior Holywood was the then
serving church minister of Holywood parjdReerendBryce Johnstonreporting the
bell was one of two taken from trearlierHolywood parish church (a remnant of the
original abbeycomple® and installed into his new church built in 17 Fewerend

J o h n stestimorgveas later confirmed in th®econd Statistical Account of Scotland
(1837, by a reportfrom alater appointeaninister,RexerendRobert Kirkwood

In 1898, disputing information contained within both Statistical Accoimfzarticular

RewrendJ ohnst onds of one @fi the alblywabdells, Jarmes Barbour

Fellow of the Society of Antiquariesf Scotland then vicepresidentof DGNHAS,

inspected the belland contestedthe mi n i sctaimg Hi® report made without

challenge proposedlohn Welclwas inscribed on one of the bells, along with a date of

1505, and proposed anottig" century sponsoiilliam Kennedyasthe sponsor of

the second bell a me s B ar b o uto datehasremaigdthe primarysource

of publicrecordandthei st or i ¢ aluncdoemmnsutnaintdyiébnsgy of t he |

In 2020, the new owners bifolywoodchurch; a historian and a qualified archaeologist,
undertook a eighteeamonthlong enquiry with a internationateam of specialists to
resolve the conflict over dating between th& ¢&ntury minister ad the 19" century
antiquarianPrevious inspection reports were scrutinized, antbgeanalysisand re
examination of the bells wasonducted A photographic record was taken of the
elementswhich constitutdt he bel | s&nd esearcomplétad aporeach
elementhroughcontemporary reference and expértvas the first time the bells had
undergone any form gqiroperly considered and comprehensive investigation
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The study produced startling and incontrovertible resiritstead ofthe 16" century
dating proposed by James Barbduwoth bells were found to bel2" century, making
themthe oldest dateabknd provenanceaungChristian church bells the world Not
only hadJ a me s B anchalengedoispection ignored and misre&@% of the
components and inscription on thells, producingsignificant misinterpretation and
even misrepresentatipbut the studyrevealed thé e | shansbr to be a ¥2century
knight, William le RicheLord of Fawvlis. Wi | | ismomsérship of Holywood Abbgey
then known as Sacro Nemdrad beeroverlooked because of expunged, purgetl
imperfect contemporary record/i | | inamelédsto the reveal ad confraternity of
religious knights, centamddegatreligioustiterwdichWi | | i a
had been mread by the historical community foover 170 yearsiue to further
unchallengednd ilFjudgedsupposition by mother19" century historian

Investigation into théatherof Sacro Nemoréound ason ofoneofScot | andds eat
religioudy focusedknights and one of theprogenitos of the Templar movement in

Scotland William le Riches u ¢ ¢ e e d e d wikhiesto bdman¢ hkeagl offirabably

one ofthe first professedlemplar familes of Scotland and mastewithin that same

religious communityThr ough Wil l i amés association an
on the bells and charteit was found he waserdaired into holy orderdy 1141 and
soonafterbecameanasternof areligious military confraternity, commonly known the

Knights Templar. William le Riche;12" centuryfatherand founder oSacro Nemore

nobleat the courbf David | of Scotland, hero of tigattle of the Standartipoly knight
andcrusaded TemplarMaster.
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Version4

This edition, titled; The Templar Bells of Scotlanduildsupon a studyand previous
2021 report titled; Myth and Mystery: The Bells of Holywaold includes further
researchnto thebells @nscription afuller understanding of therigins of the Templar
society in Europeand additional consideration of the influences that came to bear on
William le Riche, leading to hifoundingof Sacro Nemaa

Following dissemination and feedbatk the original reporfrom historical agencies
and academic experts, thaeuthors pursued the challengs and the threads of
investigationleft open to include new evidence and understanding, increasing the
potencyo f t he or i gi nandarecorsperatidobtreartefactmaéter bott s
the bells and stones were removed for closer examination

Version 4 also includes academic feedback on the original silty.academic
responseannot be called critique as it fails to acknowledge the investigation carried
out, insteadt heedlessly suppathe original hypothesis, regardless of its veracity.
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Acknowledgements

In a time of protracted isolation during the Coet@ pandemic, living osite within a
dour but historiccemetery and an unimpressive, dilapidatedseorgian church,
inspirationat times was lacking. But stimuluwgas afforded, not only by the peace and
serenity ofthe locationwithin beautiful rural Dumfrieshire, but by themnemoriesof

t h e s esarlier eustodians. The authavouldoftenshare momestof contemplation
before the memorials tthe RewerendsBryce Johnston, James Crichton, Robert
Kirkwood, Robert Davidson, and John McCombieBut perhaps it washe Reerends
Johnstonand i r k w menidssvhich sat mosteverentiallyon the autho&@minds

as they sought to resolve the contradiction betwistorians andthe ministesd
assertations regarding the kellhich sat over their church.

Figure 1: (Left to right); Monuments to the Reverend Robert Kirkwood and Reverend Bryce Johnston
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The inscribed words upon RerendJohngo n 6 s  m oarenom wveilworn, leaving
onlyKi r k w mentrialstill surviving the ravageof time.

In MEMORY of
The Rev. ROBERT KIRKWOOD A.M.
Minister of Holywood
Who was born at Dalry in Ayreshire
on the 8 of August 1784
And died here [Holywood] on the 1®f October
1844 in the 6% year of his age
And in the 24" of his Ministry.

This Stone has been erected by his
Parishonerand Friends in grateful
remembrance of his services as a
faithful Minister of the Gospel
of Christ, and of his unwearied
benevolence to the Poor & Afflicted
whose distresses of every kind
received not only his warmest
sympathy but his kindest aid.
His many excellent qualities will
long be dear to the recollection
of those who hee raised this
Small but sincere
Tribute to his Memory.

Monument al |l egend aside, It was perhaps
in published textthat set the authors on an inspirational journey to discover the truth
of both themyth and mystery of the bells in Holywo@hurch An examinatiorto set

right the facts of the mattesindso perhaps e st or e ver acirepyge t o t
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background

111 The bells of Holywood parish church wermitially mentioned in thé&irst Statistical
Accountof Scotand The survey of Scotlandds paris
by Sir John Sinclairof Ulbster and comifed by ministers of the different parishes
between 1791 and 1799. It included a reference by the then minister of the Parish of
Holywood, the Reverend Bryce Johnst@oncerning the bellef his new church,
erected in 1779 The church was buittlose to the sitef the old parish church, which
itself waspart remains of 42" centurybuilt religious houseSacro Nemore (Sacred
GroveWood), otherwise known throughout the centurieDascongalor Holywood
Abbey. The greater patteing dismantledin the 16" century resuihg from Scottish
religious eformation.

112 ReverendJohnstonwithin his survey returAst at ed o f fihe presenh u r ¢ h ;
church has two fine toned bells, taken out of the old building; one of which, by an
inscription and date on it, appears to have been consecrated by the abbot John Wrich,
in the year 1154

113 Again, in theSecond Statistical Account of Scotlaaarried out in 1837, this time under
the auspices dahe general assembly of th@hurch of Scotlandthe ReverendRobert
Kirkwood, incumbent minister of Holywood Church, confirmed.tide two bells which
belonged to the abbey are still the parish bells. They are of excellent tone, and one of
them, by the inscription it bears, was consecrated by John Wrich, probably the abbot,
in the year 115436

114 On 18" April 1898, James Barboifr vice president oDGNHAS, questioimg the
validity ofb ot h  miclaimssegaedmgorie ofthe Holywoodbells age presented
a reporto the societyollowing his inspection of both bellsee AppendiX.

115 B ar b agepartbos presentation, successfully challenged prior public receddied
the 1154 bell to 1505 and redefined the sponsorshigabn Welcha recordedl 6"
century abbot ofHolywood This redefinitionwas referenced the 1912 publication
by James King Hewison for ti@ambridge County Geographjegth slight adjustment
to the abbot s s yradtigrea preaous delliwtth itSlcatint t i s h
inscription bearing thatfi dhnWelsh abbot oHolywood, caused me to be made in
1505 &eferencing the second Holywood bell, Barbour, fitsrimited inscription
supposed itsponsor agViliam Kennedy a former commendator of the abbey between
1524 and 1540

! RewerendDr Bryce Johnston, D[born 1747, died 27 April 1805, Holywood.

2 The First Statistical Account of Scotla(91-1799) the Parish of Holywood

3 Reverend Robert KirkwoqdM, born 1784 died 10 October 1844, Holywood.

4 James Barbouarchitect and archaeologisiorn 1834, died 5 May 191®arrogate.
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116 A further inspection was carried out liye Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Scotlan@RCAHMS, entering agecord fordDumfriesd in
1920(SeeAppendix I). The report agreed with Barbour¢

the second bell, but neither confirmed hi
on the first bell, obser WEICK)and mWELUCH wi t hi
as wel | as raising a concern over the pre

117 Holywood Church closed favorship in 1996andunused, wasffered for saldy the
Church of Scotlanah 2010. A petition from a local interestparty believed the bells
dated from the 18Band 4™ centuries and attemptedpeevent the sale of the bettsa
private owner® Regardlessthe Church of Scotland disposed of the propeiith the
bells insitu It was the understanding of the new ownensobtaining planning
permission, both bells were @8" century origin, and would form a feature of their
planned conversion of the church into a tHbedroom home. In 2019, with conversion
still to be made, the church changed hands to its current owners, the authors of this
report, with similar aims to convert the property into a family home.

1.2 The origins of the study

121 The authorsé aim of the study was to conf
could be implementednd insurance procuredhile rehabilitation work was carried
out to the church. It was the uncertainty overtihe | datsmg) and stheir value that
presented an obstacle tlee identifcation ofa plan and a cosffective solution to
renovation and ongoing maintenance of the bells and tower.

122  The bells andbell tower carried over a century of neglect, and it was apparent to
renovate the impracticable space within the church tower and restore tBetbedike
them down, the bell framenovatedand the bellsefurbishedand returned to ringg
capacity, never actually to ringut again would cost far more than the value of the
claimed 18 century bellsor even the church buildinghe owners of the church were
sensitive to the bell s6 spiriomakaediwdlnd hi s
would be an expensive project in a home conversion that had revealed far greater
priorities in terms of essential unforeseen structural work. Thus, there was consideration
to carry out necessary structural works to the bell tower without full renoyation
safeguarding the bells without restoration to ringing capacity.

123  The currentowners, with backgrounds in archaeology anedievalhistory, aware
postpurchase of the conflict between the Scottish Siedis Accounts and James
Bar bour,adrswaon thgrowntexpertise with regards to medieval antiquities, and
saw flaw in James Barbourds proposal, i n
the untested hypothesis of his translation. Doubt over the current record was reinforced

5 Daily Record, (2010)Ancient bells sold off as quirky featufEhe articlerecounts theomplaint from
Reverend Andrew Crosbie to the Church of Scotland for selling Holywood Church into private ownership.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 2
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when a specialist valuer inspecing for reasons of insuranceconfirmed his
uncertaintie®vertheir reportedlating. The lettering on the inscriptions was older than
expected, too much of the inscription was unexplained and misread, and one of the bells
carried its antiquity in its form and crude fabrication. Without guaranteed authentication
of the bells in terrm of worth and historic value, it was deemed prudemetay the
structural work andeek clarification through further investigation.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 3
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2.0 Inspection Methodology and Constraints

2.1 The investigation

211 The investigation was afforded by the gift of expertise and enforced time and self
isolation applied to the authors, who, like many, were governed by the restrictions and
fear of Covid19 in the early 2020s.

212  The study of the bells was not a straightforward undertaking, for with the absence of
copious record and case study, every element of the bells and their connections had to
be challenged and considered, using expert testinvoimgre it existed until an
inarguable conclusion was drawn.

2.2 Preinspectiorreferencegathering

221 Enquirieswere madewith international national and regionalarchives concerning
Holywood Abbeyandits bells.

222 All internetentriesand published matteoncerning HolywoodChurch and & history
were collatecand assessed

223 Initial consultation carried out with institutions connectedo Holywood Abbey
included the Church of Scotland Whithorn Trust Dumfries Museum and the
Norbetine Collegein Wisconsin

224 Investigatiorcarried ouinto theorigins of the individialsJohn Wrich John Welctand
William Kenned, collating any supplementary materialipporing themas potential
Sponsors.

2.3 Previoushistoric reportanalysis

231 A line-by-line analysiswas carried out regarding statements made in both the
Statistical Accounts of Scotlanithe entry undeRCAHMS recordregarding antiquities
in Dumfries(1920)and James Barbourds report for DI

24 Inspection ofhiebells

241 Atemporary platform was installed in the belfry to allow unrestricted accessitane
thebells.Eachartefactwas dosdy inspectd anda detailed photographic record taken
of each bell element.

242  Church bell specialists, medievalists, ecclesiastical historians, and museum institutions
specialising in bell history were contacted to provide their expert opinion of the images
of the bells

® Church Bell International Museum of Agnotialy, GlockenmuseunGrassmayr, Innsbruck, Switzerland,
Musée de la Clochéderepian, Francdphn Taylor BellsLoughborough, England.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 4
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243 A characteiby-character examination of the letterform usethetwo inscriptiors was
referredto expersin medieval paleography and epigrapltior identification.

244 Interpretation of the inscriptiowas madevia an expert in medieval Latih

245 A study of the device on th&hieldbell was madegainst all knowrScottish, French
and Englishheraldic devics, including onsutation with theCollege of Armsand the
Heraldry Society of Scotland

246 One of theauthos already possessed practical experience of medieval casting
techniques, but thisinderstandingvas expanded into thieell making processia
available publicationproduced bybell archaeolgistsand bellfounders

247  Comparison was made photographidmages against all availablpublished bell
images from existing reference and record

248  Metal testing was considered, and suppliers contacted.
249  The bells wereneasuredg¢hecked for tone, flaw, crac&nd bronze disease.

2410 A condition survey of the hanging frame was carried out and remedial works
identified, with anyurgent(stabilisation)considered as appropriate

2.5 Postinspection(after sponsorconfirmed)
251 A genealogystudywascreated fomny newproposedsponsofs.

252 A study of thesocio-religious environmenwvas maddérom duringthe sponsods period
of tenure.

2.6 Constraints to thenvestigation

261  There was no cartulargr church record informatiomvailablefor Holywood and
limited reference material regarding tletual history of Holywood Abbey its
founding, name origin, and initiaiistory all beingsupposed.

262  Often entieswithin therecordsof other religious housesd public archivg in respect
to Holywood were maderetrospectivelyjn some cases centuripast Often, entries
were not cited, erroneously transcribeshdbr the dateincorrectly reconstructefilom
the originaldocumentThis constraint could only be overcome with sight of the original
charter documents, or a guaranteed verbatim transcription with an accurate translation,
neither of which were available to the authors at the time of writing this report.

263  Archaic histories and reference mateaa¢ not oftercited so the veracity of their
entriescould notbe testedConfidence, thereforeyasconsignedo the stature of the
referencenvork within the body of respected acaderpidlication

" Professor J. Marcos, Classics and specialist in ancient fonts and linguistics, Plasencia, Caceres, Spain.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 5
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While independent investigations were ongoingntact with local historiangnd
groupswere limited, partlydueto an acrimoniouschallengeregardinga previoussale
of Holywood Church (see 17), as wellasavoiding potentialprejudicial thoughtand
biasfrom local historians andiocal historcal groups.

The externalinvestigationbeyond the physical artefactgas carred outexclusively
during theCovid-19 pandent, so allinitial researchwas confined talistance contact
andonlinereference.

Therewasalack ofcomprehensive academic reseaanld archiveanaterialconcerning
bell-form andhistory. Databases wewevoid of confirmed 18 and13" century bells
and therefor¢he input of expertontributionin this areavaslargely absent

Age detectionvia metaltesting wasconsidered andiscounted, due to a lack ahy
comparable data and the understandimgrchbells were often cast fronecycled bell
metal.

Thestudy: Constraints to study support, debatel progression

The followingissuesvere not consideregrior to submission ofersion 1of this report
and onlybecame evident followindissemination of same.

It was confirmed thergvasa lack ofexpertsgenerally, and aignificant measureof
biasbhy thoseprofesing expertise merely through association within the beoaekrms
of the subject matterather than specifics within, ite., applying what they kaw to
what they hd no experience ofand expecting it to couais fact

Despite a wealth of support and advice during the investigation;spambt there
appeareda reluctance toconsiderthe findings This, despite thes u p p @wnt 6 s
involvementand authoritativereferencesubstantiatinghe conclusion A selectionof
public agencies andcademicgho® 6 b | adhealeacéo the original historical record
despite inarguablcounterevidence

It was considered agencies and acadehackchosa to discount thestudy, probably
becausetidid not come from a recognised academic or antiquarian source, and so
discriminatel against the authorsegardless adiny potentialmerit within thereportor
theantiquarian and academic referegused

The authors encountereeluctancdo accept any view other than the curractepted
position providing obstacle to helpful critique and challenge.

8 Frustating initial enquiriesvasthecommon belief the oldest UK church bell was no eatlianlate 13"
Century Thebell enthusiasts contacted only possessed local knowledge, and mus®abteso offer any
elucidation;all requiring context and location of the bells, after which they merely offeqedrt advicdased
on already published informatipmany merely redirecting the authors to the Wikipedia entry, dbtmefries
and GallowayNatural History and AntiquariaBocietyrecord

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 6
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276  There was doss in confidence inthe contributionof some expertan the wake of
avoidan tactics and partisan attitude all aimed atsafeguarding thexpert® own
interestawvithin the status quaf acceptedcademidehaviour.

277 There was aeluctanceby academicdo challengefellow antiquarian®  w,denke
errois uncoveredwithin reference materiabdy the authorsould not be validated by
scholarlythird-partyagreementConverselythe fact theauthors wereutside the guild
of antiquarias andacademics allowed them teely challenge fwed recordas they
found it, without the need to adherethea ¢ a d e impligt acgord.

278 The study uncovered major flawshistorian®understandingso much sghe findngs
within the reporiverebased noso muchon new evidencgeébut a mishandling dfacts
throughuntested, ilconsideredand unchallengekdypothesesThiswould prove to be
a significant obstruction inpenacademic acceptance of the findwas apparent any
reveal would come at the cost of challermjeacademt and antiquarian reputation,
especially if the study was made public.

279  Significantly, anyreinterpretation of the bellgould rely oncarefultranscription of the
bells degend. Medieval epigraphical attention was placed above palaeographic
consideration, anddeauselLatin translation isoften open to interpretation, it was
important to reduce thearginof error as far as possibl€o this enga checklist(see
AppendixVIl) was created to ensure all elements had beendotigideredHowever,
this did not stopacademicexpers offering opinion repeatedlyin the favour of the
existing translation withutanysubstantiatiorof the anomalies it presentaelying on
their6 g u a | i toicarngtheweight 6f that opinionit was considerefly the study
any view, expert or not, thadffered no suitableexplanation to anomalghould be
considered with cautioregardingts veracity.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 7
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3.0 The Removal of thigells

3.1 Pre-survey conditions

311 The primary investigation of the bells was carried out in 2021 with the bells hanging in
the church belfry. Access to the bells at the time was adequate if not conveniéint, and
was onlythe proximity of the bells to the solid timbbell-wheelthat made close
examination of onlya smallpart ofa bell legend difficult. Despite pending structural
and refurbishment works to the church, there was little reasahat timeto drop the
bells since there was no immediate riskhe bells;heir connectiond the bell frame
and the frame itself soundnd their security better served whilst hanging.

3.2 Postsurvey requirement

321 In August 2022with the deteriorating condition of the belfry timber floor to wet rot
which part supported the bell frame, andotable increase in rain ingress apparent in
the tower, the bells were lowered to the first floor of the tower whilst essential structural
works to the church were arrangéthe study had been mostly completed by that time
and conclusions reached as twiththefiedingse!l | s o6
there would beessentialthird-party inspection from academics,eb experts and
institutions and so accessibility the bellsvas a concern

322  Following published guidancihe bells were correctly handled, dropped and the frame
surveyed. The bells were assessed@otected whilsstowed. he leather attaching
the clappers, and the clappers themselves deemed soundre left insitult was clear
there had been repair work to the cannons of both bells, probably before the bells were
installed into the new church.

323  The bell frame was found sound and thought original to the 1779 build, with only the
deformed headstocks and iron strapping
found on the bell frame and the fr ame
comparisond other frames surveyed in churches throughout Scotland and northern
England. It was confirmed all the floors in the tower required replacement and the
timbers to the roof renewed before the bells were returned. The bell frame was not fully
measured and cerded at this time, as it was found to be sound and in no immediate
danger, but it was recommended bytbenmissionedteeplejack that the conservation
architectodos pl an fWie, remdvingetmedouvires and installing h e
fixed light windows should be abandoned for the catastrophic effect it would have on
the belfry environment, drying out thell frame to its complete detriment.

9 Council for the Care of Churchéle conservation and Repair of Bells and Bell Frames, Code of Practice
Church House Publishing, LonddB93

19 Holywood church was purchased with planning permission to convert into aliectbleom domestic
dwelling, with plans drawn up by Robert Potter & Partners, Chartered Architects.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 8

r
[

b



324

3.3

331

3.3.2

333

3.34

TheTemplarBells of Scotland
An investigation into the origins of the balisa Dumfriesshirechurch

The removal of the bells afforded a better opportunity to view and photograph the
characters on thénscribed bell without restriction Whereas closer unrestricted
inspection altered some of the initial consideration by the authors, the overall
conclusion remained.

RiskManagement

Within a week of the bells being lowered, on tH®BAugust 2022, the nearby historic
former convent of St Benedd@stwas severely damaged by fire. The unused, secure site
had been a target for vandals for some time, mirroring the vandalism the previous
owners of HolywoodChurch had experienced from purchasing it to its sale to the
authors in 2019Amongst the damag®e Holywood Churchtwo historicVictorian

glass windowshad beenrrevocably brokenThe previous owners reporteegular
incursion by theves and vandal¢hat only occupation of the churstheresolved The
reported issues of vandalism were significant enough for one of the aathdi®vner

of the churchto offer themselves as permanentsitie security late in 2019.

Following the completion and dissemination of the study and its conclusions, fear grew
the report would eventually leak out and the potential of the bells presence and value
would become an attraction to malefactofsie bells were uninsurable without a
credible valuation, andhé owner®anxiety grew following the nearby convent fire and
increased police reported incidences of arson, as well as the significant increase in
dubious, unwarranted after dark visits onto the HolywGbdrch site by individuals

and groups. In 2020the authors recorded six incidences of incursion onto the
immediate church site within its closed graveyard after darkntimberof incursions

grew totwenty-two in 2022, allby the end of July, with several individuals refusing
challenge and retreating hastewithout giving good reason for their presence. There
were also several occurrences wheespasserbBad entered the church building, and
although their intrusion appeared innocent, they were found deep within the interior
when it clearly was not an open church.

Without a robust plan for the proper protection of the church site and aetls,
insurancedeniedfor the bellskept within the dilapidated churclprudence dictated
greater safety for the bells and ongoing secrecy of the find until a new proposal for the
church developmentas drawn up with the authorities concernedhin the confines

oft h e c IplanningHisting

Therefore, in August 2022, tiiells along withthe otherartefactdound, including the
stone plaquesyere removedh secretwithout permissions of the public authorities
public announcemento a secure temporary locatiarff-site, whilst recognitionand
protectionwas obtained for thkellsdunique value in terms of Scottish history

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 9
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Figure 2. The badly degraded head stock and strapping is carefully removed before
the shield bell is secured, wrapped and lowered to the ground floor.

L
estimated at 70-80kg, was considerably lighter than the shield bell, weighing in at
approximately100kg.

©Mark Huitson& RBonde
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4.0 History ofHolywood Abbey

4.1 History

411 Very little is known aboutHolywood Abbey!! its fourhundredyear history its
original compositionsubsequent development, monasticupationor its importance
andscopeof influence In modernreferenceall its earlyhistory, dependingipon the
hi storiands viewpoi nt gaanddsethelrspsnsorssrhuchoni cl e
supposed T h e faubdatieryha@beenattributed tadifferentindividuals including
John, Lord of Kirkconnef? Radulf,Lord of Nithsdale'® Alan, Lord of Galloway and
even his daughteDevorgilla.l* However, there isibsolutelyno evidence to support
anyof theseas founders aflolywood Abbey®

412  Regardless of suppasih regarding its founderst is acceptedby historians and
archaeologiststhe abbeyof Sacro Nemoravas founded before thend of the 19
century, but not before David &sccession to the Scottish throne in 1124.

413 Itis importar to note, the estates bifolywood Abbeydo not appear in thimquisitio
Davidis an early12" century examination into the possessions of @mirch of
Kentigern, held within ancient regist& However, thelands ofTerreglesappear as
Trevergyltin thatsamedocument aanasset of th&ishopric of GlasgowTheepicentre
of Terregles idess tharfour miles from the site aflolywood Abbey andHolywood
is confirmed byalater 13" centuryletterto bewithin the diocese of GlasgoWReerend
Kirkwood confirmed thesame in the Second Statistical AccounSabtland a..there
is a bull of Pope Innocent 1]I11981214, addressed, Abbate de Sattemore, to the
abbot of the &red Grove, in the dioce®f Glasgowi that is Holywood, originally
written Halywood and HaliewoodlCrowe suggestst is reasonable to profféhe site
of Holywood asan assetof the Bishopric of Glasgowat the time of its foundatioH.
This precludes thabovementioned sponsanst.1.1as soldenefactorseither because

“"Hol ywood Abbey is referred to by different terms in
historical texts, ie., not exclusively Bsrcungal(occ. 1209)Darcongal(occ. 1209)Percungall(occ. 1214),
Dercongal(occ. 1257)Sacri Nemorigocc. 1321)Dergunglagocc. 1360)Sacro Nemoréocc. 1366),

Sacrunemorigocc. 1374)SacrumNemu§occ. 1510) . I't is Iimportant to not e
not unique, and is repeated with regards to other sites, particularly in Ireland.

12 pugdale. 1693),Monasticonii, p. 1057.

13 McCulloch. (2018), p. 63e [Radulf] is also credited with founding the Premonstratensian abbey of

Dercongal (later Holywood) adjacent to the Nith and endowing it with extensive lands in lower Nithsdale and

the Cairn valley.

14 Maxwell, Sir Herbert. (1896)A History of Dumfries and Gallowafdinburgh & London, p.118.

15 (Cowan and Easson, 1976, p. 102), reject some foundation claims due to confusi®wegtheart Abbey

and states no founder can be suggested for Holywood.

18 Registrum Vetus Ecclesiae Cathedralis Glasquemsistains within the inquest commissioned by David |,

while he was Prince of Cumbria, before he succeeded to the Scottish throne.

17 Crowe, C. (1998)The Development of church Institutions in Dumfries and Galloway A28Q

Manchester Metropolitan University
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of date of foundation atheir position to gift land tahe abbeyAlthough one cannot

exclude ay notable regional mid2" centurylandholderassponsoroft he abbeyd s
habitation developmentand construction there is absolutely no proof any of the
aforementioned individuals were involved during its founding years

414  The origin of the namelolywood predates thedundation of the abbegnd is debated
by Crowe!® Its nameis likely connected tdhe longstanding spiritual nature of the
location,confirmed bythe proximity of thelargestiateBronzeAge orNeolithic stone
circle (c.2000 BC)in Scotlandanda long cursus monumerd quarteiof amile from
the abbey siteThe termHolywood is constructed from the AngiBaxon, halig and
wode andtranslates t@&acio Boscusor Nemusn Latin. The nam®ercongal(another
epithetfor the abbey)s also associated withe location der meaning oak wood and
congal andthe name ofaint ConvallugCongal) who has arearlierassociation with
the site'® Crowe discusses the potential of an earlier monastery @athesite, which
i s hi ghly i kely consi der ibutcgpswithhadl ofsi t e d s
Hol ywo od®od s ,ieisabasedysoldlyios domgectyre amaimeassociation.

415 The full e x t sizeand looldings threughoi ibselyhidtery is unclear,
but its jurisdictionby the #™ century had extendedar into East Galloway and
Nithsdale, towards Kirkconnel, and included the churches an€ithech lands of
DunscorePalgarnockPenpont, Tynroms well as Lincludeto the souttand Teregles
to the westThe abbey cartularies were rumourad19" century historical accounts
to have been transferred to France prior to the Reformatiom he aut hor 6s en
French historical institution failed to locate the documentoafirm theirexistence.

416 By 1544,t h e a bebtad gmounted to £70Ccots (Scottish pounds)nineteen
chalders, fourteen bolls, and three firlots of méaksut by the time of thReformation
its revenue was reduced to less than £400 $tbts1587 the remaiderof the property
of Holywood was vested in the Cropand by 1606 the abbey had been dissolved.

417 In 1617 an act of parliament annullexkisting arrangemeistconcerning the property
of Holywood, allowing King JamesV1 of Scotlandhe ability toawardthe propertyas
afree baronyfor the nominal annual rent of £20 Sctisone of hisfavouritesd John
Murray of Lochmaben

418  From its demise as an abbey, so its presence was diminished by the robbery of its stone,
until only part of theoriginal churchnave and bellsvereallowed to continue seing
the parish, untilit too was a&molished to make way for a netwilding on thesame

18 Crowe, C. (2002)Holywood, an early Medieval Monastery: Problems and Possibilifiensactions of
Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian Sockgyies 3(vol LXXVI) pp.113118.

19 Saint Congall is comemorated in the caleadof Adam King, Kalendar of Scottish Sainpsiblished in Paris
in 1588 S. Congall, abbot of Haliwode, confirmed in Scotland under Kinkcdlian 11, (10051034)

20 Chalders, bolls and firlots and ancient Scottish dry measures.

%1 McDowall W. (1867) History of the Burgh of Dumfrie&dinburgh, Adam & Charles Black. 255.
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site?? The ancient bellsstill in fine tone(see 1.2, were reinstalled into a new belfry a
few yards from theioriginal housing The builderof the new churclpad £50 for the
reclamatiorstone and adater discussed, the decorative stone was interred beneath the
new church floarsome of it finding its way intthe new constructionf 1779which
stands today, built oveéhe abbeyremainsandits extensive vaults

419  There isnodetaileddescription of theriginal abbeychurch outside a unsophisticated
waterolour, paintedsometimein the 18" century (seeFigure 4) andFrancis Grosé s
description aftethe made a visit to the originalchurch, before its demolitiorte
declaresp..cross the middle of the building was a fine Gothic arch that supported the
oak roof. Under the floor were a number of sepulchral vaults. The entranceneagtih
a handsome sergircular arch&® The drawingin figure 4is deceptive in terms of
detail and scalealthough it is clear the church was derdbeig before demolisbn.

Figure 4: An 18th Century watercolour by an unknown artist, made prior to the abbey church’s demolition

2t is supposed the original parish church was formed from the nave of what appears to be (from archeological
evidence) a substantial abbelyurch. The entrance to the Normstyled abbey churches of Holm Cultram and
Dryburgh, built around the same timd, stiow their principal entrances on the nave, and the bell tower of Holm
Cultram sits above the entrance into the nave.

B Grose, F. (1789)Antiquities of Scotland_ondon: Hooper and Wygstead.
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4.2 Nunnery and Hospital

421 The neareshunneryon record is that formerly on the site of the existing ruin of
Lincluden ColligateChurch, approximately two miles away froidolywood Abbey
across Cluden watédriver). Listed in modermegisteras a Benedictine nunnery, and
thought to be established before 1174, it was dissolved in 1389 by papal authority, being
replaced by a collegiate church, sponsored/dy c hi bal d , Lotdhk Grin
Galloway?* Archibald originally raised a petition against the nuns, citing their moral
decay. Only one abbess is recordeléanor, who in 1296swore fealty t&Edward 12°

422 T h e n u pateatial yoansling dates within the same period &acro Nemorelts
proximity tothe abbeyon land withinits control, raisepossibilities and practicalities
regardingt h e n u origieal gs@ldishment and relationship witolywood
However, likeSacro Nemorealack of early recorgrevents proof of an association
other than locatiowithin a shared boundary

423 A hospital,approvedoy King Robert Ilof Scotlandn 13722° andconfirmed byPope
Clement VII in 137§’ was founded within thdounds of the Premonstratensian
monastery of Holywoodtby Archibald, before 1372 The hospital was said to be
situated at a distance of a mile thereabout from Lincluden Church.

4.3 The Abbots

431 It is not until around thdatter part of thel5" century, a comprehensiveecord of
identifiable abbots and commendators appEzreAppendixlll). History beforethis
periodis absentwith onlytwon a mes appearing in the abbey

OdoYdonc o

432 OdoY d o ragpéarsvithin Scottish ecclesiastical society in 122%{e thenoccursin
Ho | y wo o d drs123asacanomrr ofWhithornAbbey(Candida Caspandformer
abbot ofDercongaf® Odo was elected by the prior and convent of Whithothésee
of Galloway( t h e b i sbutavasGussucsesstult \Whithorn was confirmtedbe
in Premonstratensian Orders by 117f,is therefore assumedSacro Nemo@ s
association with the Premonstratensidates fromat leastl225

2 Cowan, |, andzasson, D. (1976Medieval Religious House®" ed. p.143, London: Longman.

2 Bain, J (ed.), (1888). Calendar of documents relating to Scotland i i 213, no. 823, Edinbur
Public Record Office.

26 Burton, J (ed.), (1877Yhe Register of the Privy Council off Scotldndo.483, Edinburgh: HM General
Register House.

27Burns, C (Trans and edGalendar of Papal Letters to Scotland of Clement VII of Avigf®eries 4, 1378
1394)

2 Easson, D. (19556). A Note on the Mediaeval Hospitals of Dumfriesshire and GalloWwansactions of
Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian Sockgyies 3 (volXXXIV) pp.20210.

2 Glasgow Registrum 117, no. 139.

30 Chronicle Melrose83, Historian of York, iii, pp. 14%.
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Dungald

433  The abbot oDarwongville(Derconga) features in the great parliamentBatgham in
1290. It is plausible the abbot wasngald who appears on record in 1296 as abbot of
Sacro NemoreHe is recordeds abbot d&acroBoscq swearingfealty to Edward at
Berwick It was only bllowing his oath to the English kinghat Edward| restaed
confiscatechbbey property*

434 In relation to the bells of Holywoodhitee nameswo of which are listed as abbart
commendatoof the abbeyhave been placedn public record as potentiaponsors:
Wrich, WelchandKennedy

John Wrich

435  John Wrich proposed byrewerendsJohnson and Kirkwooddoes not appear on the
list of known abbotsandneitherminister offeed up any confirmation the name was
obtained from anything othénaninscription With the suppositioh Wrich (the name
apparently on the beljtood for loannes Wrick?? a searchwithin an incomplete
Scottishecclesiasticahistory was undertaken, withnty one John Wrich foundl9"
Novemberl378 dro the official of St Andrews. Mandate to reserve to John Wrich,
priest of St Andrews diocese, a benefice with cure usually assigned to the secular clergy
in the gift of the abbot and convent of Dunfirmline O.8Xder of St Benedict)
together or separately, to the value of 37 marks sterling; at the petition of king
Robert *®No further information orconnection could be founfdr, or between John
Wrich of St Andrews and Holywood, although the date does not preclude him from the
abbacyof Holywoodas no abbot lthbeen assigned in record to Holywood between the
years 1372 and 1394lthough these dates conflict with the date 1154 presented by
Reverend Johnston

John Welch

436 James Bar b o urdéhseWeackagsgonseppearss aroabbot of Holywood
between 1491 and 1519, coinciding with the d&@5,Barbour proposgfor the bell
bearing t h e. Barbohroréporss;a.thea\Wedshes were a prominent
Dumfriesshire family, of whom were the celebrated John Welsh of Ayr, and John Welsh
of Irongray; also Jane Welsh of Craigenputt@.John Welch became abbot of
Holywoodupon the resignation of Nicholas Welch in 148fter allegations of simony.

He remained as abbontil his death in 1517. There is no history other themame
upon contemporary charter and correspondence, so the root of his family is unknown.

31 Pyrnne Hist. Coll.,iii, p. 653 (Pyrnne gives the name$aint Boysp

2There is ass umpanie® dohnowhidh was pevelérs in theomiddiges. Althoughssac,

for exampleand others appear, albeit with much less frequency.

33 Burns, C(Trans and ed §alendar of Papal Letters to Scotland of Clement VIl of Avig(®eries 4, 1378

1394)p 13-14[Online] Available at: digital.nls.uk [Accessed 2602@].

34 Barbour obviously did not discount the assumption the bell was struck for a nunnery at Holywood, sponsored

by the abbess (although the bell is clearly inscribe
Welsh and Welch in his report.
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William Kennedy

4.3.7

4.3.8

William Kennedy the brother of the"™ Earl of Cassillis was aClunic monk of
Crossraguet® Aged mly 22, he walected by the convent as coadjutor (successor to
the abbot) in 1520 to become Abbot of Crossraguel. This was originally challenged by
the abbot of the Clunic house of PaislBpbert ShawKennedy washennominated
abbotin commendanof Holywood in 1524. As commendator, William Kennedy was
appointed Holywoodbés administrator for
revenue®® William Kennedy died in 1547 and his abbacy of Crossraguel was succeeded
by his nephew, the son of th& Earl of Cassilis, his post, this time, confirmed by the
abbot of PaisleyBarbour addsd@f William Kennedythe editor of the Crossraguel
Charters sayd fiHe had spent it (his life) well in the service of his monastery, his
country, his Sovereign, and his Church; and, in an age when the lives of all the Scottish
prelates were not perhaps emblems of perfection, it is notable that not a breath of
slander sulled the blameless life of William Kenne&dyhis is perhapsrelevant
considering not only the blatant nepotism thessarCassillis and the commendatory
system brought to personal gain, but also the abuses tk®fe@dssillis exercised on
Crossraguehbbey; both in directing the output of the abbey towardssselfing salt
andcharcoalproductionfor gunpowder(c.1510), and 1570 whe@ilbert Kennedy4"

Earl of Cassilistortured the then commendator of Crossragudbey, Alan Stewart

for the possession of abbnds®’

There are two other worthy mentions, although only one has been put fomvard
complete suppositigras a potential candidate for the sponsorshithefHolywood
bell:

Thomas Campbell

4.3.9

Thomas Campbe{commendator of Holywoqdl5481579) gave assistance NMary
Queen of Scot®llowing her escape frorhochlevenCastle in 1568, for which he
received forfeiture.

John of Holywood

4.3.10

Holywood Abbeyis credited with the occupancy dbhannes de Sacroboscaso
known as loannis de Sacro Bosgcdohn of Holywoodr John of Holybuskc.1195
1256). The monischolar, author of widely read texts on astronomy and mathematics
was claimed to be dflolywood Abbeybefore leaving to become a teacher at the
University of Parisn 1221. However, his association witolywood Abbeyis purely
theoretical, based entirelypon his name. It is proffered from all his possible origins,
Holywood Abbey (despite a Holywood Priory existentin Ireland) is the most

S watt, D and Shead, N (eds.) (200Ihe Heads of Religious Houses in Scotland from Twelfth to Sixteenth
Centuries Edinburgh: The Scottish Record Society. p.48.

3% The practice of nominating commendator abbots led to serious abuse and was checked by the Council of Trent,
around 1545, (Newadvent.org).

37 Love, D, 2003Discovering a CountyFort Publishing.
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plausible®® But, without any other evidence, his connection is purely speculétive.
was even proposed, in the First Statistical Account of Scotland,&hiie famous
Joannes de Sacre Bosco, author of the treatise, De Sphera, written ancaerthatin,

several centuries ago, would seem, from his local name, to have been either a native of
the parish, or perhaps abbot of the monasteWithin the appendix to the same
account,observatiorwas madgdt is not improbable, that hgohn of Holywoodwvas

the John Wrich, or according to the old name spelling, WrichtWeght, whose name,

as the Doctof Bryce Johnstohobserves, is on one of the bdlldistories concerning
Johannes de Sacrobosco do not refer to him as John Wright/Wrich/\Watichit is
unclear where the proposal that John of Holywood is Whaoh originates, outside
speculatiorpurely because of name association. However, as John de Sacrobosco was
born some forty yearafter the 1154 date given on the inscription with the name
presentatio® WR | Citigieems unlikely they are the samespe

4311 Severabfficial wax seal impressionsoncerningHolywood Abbeyhavebeen recorded
(seeFigures 5, 6 and 7), and ReerendKirkwood confirns in the Second Statistical
Account of Scotlandhe hadin his possessionne such seabrhe charter seal of the
abbot, dated 1264, is in my possessibh bears the following inscription: Sg.Abbat.
Sacri Nemoris (the seal of the Abbot of the Sacred Girove

4312 The sealRewerendKirkwood describd does not match thiegends on thavailable
seal impression# that none include a datajtit is possible the ministavasrefering
to a completesealmatrix in his possessiorA seal matrix is dlat-circular, pointed
oval, or conical device, usually made from copper, lead, ivory, or any engravable hard
material, occasionally silver, for forming an impression on a wax \9eaklly double
sided, including both an obverse and reverse deSigme. Figures.)

4313 Whereastiwould not be unusual for the abf®name to be included on /23"
century matricesby the 14" centuryanonymous seal matricegere the normi°

38 pederson, O. (1985). In Quest of Sacrobodoarnal of the History of Astronomfuol 16 no.3), pp.17220.
39 Kirkwood declared the seal was furnishedMgxander McDonald, Es@f the Register Office, Edinburgh.
40 Geake, H. (2016 Portable Antiquities Scheme, Finds Recording Guides, Seal Matrices
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Figure 5: A wax impression from a seal matrix of Holywood Abbey.

Aright arm issuing from a cloud, hand grasping a crozier in front of a tree,

bearing the inseription which translates; Sead of the abbot of Holywood.
(Finin Revertica)

Figure 6: Another scal impression. A monk standing on a bracket between
a star and a crescent, pastoral staff in left hand and a bush in his right,
bearing the inscription which translates; Seal of the abbot of Holywood

{Frams Reverises)

Figure 7:

A scal impression of a dove
sitting on an acorn in a tree above
two estoiles. The inscription
translates; Common seal of the
abbey and convent of Holywood

(From Reverisco)

Figure 8: An example of an abbot's seal matrix carrying an inscription on both sides. The matrix above, in ivory, dates
sometime before 1152 and was made for an abbot William of St Martin; a powerful Benedictine abbey in Cologne.

(Courtesy of the Metropolitain Museum, New York)
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4.4  Archaeology

441 Itis only the archaeologthatfixes the location oHolywood Abbey Existing record
does not show remains dateable to any period much before the end df temti@y
No stonesfrom the abbey have been identifiedthe construction of the f'8century
church and no visible traces remain of the monastic complihough complete
erasure of buildings is not unknown, it usually follows an imprint is left for the
archaeologist to discernfhe archaeologist fromHistoric Environment Scotland
visiting the site for the first time for reasons of surdeglare¢gdo visible archaeology
sits above the ground, and visiting the site, it is hard to believe an abbey ever existed,
as even the marks on the ground have been purged from thelearth.i s enti r el vy
there is literally nothing to se€6It was particularly strange, in an area littered with
the skeletons of former medieval abbeys, often standing in defiance and conflict with
surrounding development, thidblywood Abbey, standing isolated and alone in fields
should be so removed.

442  There has beeintited andincompletearchaeological investigatioon the sitejn part
due tothe extensive cemetewhich occupies theite of theformerabbey buildings

443  Dr J W Martin reporting to DGNHAS in 1897gave an account @& farmerfinding;
G..a subterranearpassage leading somewhere from the ruins of the old abbey, known
to exist at the soutbast corner of the churchya@Dr Martin gave another account
the same repoftom a formergrave digger and bellmadrhere are stones above the
surface to show where it was. Once, when digging a grave, he came on an opening
leading downwards. He took a stick six feet long and a rope as long, and let it down,
and it did not reachihe bottom. He says it was the subterranean passage. In digging
three feet further ovehe came upon a fireplace and grate which belonged to the abbey.
He came to flooring, and on lifting up a slab, 4 feet by 3, saw causeway work made of
small stones, like pebbles, and there was figuring; hedawot say what thfiguringo
was perhaps a date. He also came upon a great many old &dneskets of them,
decayed almost to powder. He once came uij@gowall arranged in stefs which was
probably a buttress to the side of the abbey. It was very solid and firm. He found a
halberd made of brass, which the late Mr Maxwell of Gribton got possession of. He is
positive about the chamber with the causewaying and the subterranean p#é3hge.
report goes on to mention stones of floral design, with cross carvings and plain design
G..a stone to the left of the principal gateway, with the representation of a dragon
carved upon it, all built into the churchyard wadinda portion of wall, running east
and west, just appearing above the surface for a distance of threedegiosed of
ordinary stone and lime, and goes down for several feet, as has been shown when
digging graves besideéit At the Abbey farrmany of the stones of the abbey are built
into the outhouses, having been carted over from the olddtgating beside the ruins;

“1 Rory McDonald Historic Environment Scotland" September 2021
42 Martin, J. (189697). Ruins and Stones of Holywood Abbymfries and Galloway Natural History and
Antiquarian Societyp 67-69.
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but none of them are carved or smoothed. From what he had seen of the stones and
remains, the abbey must have been a structure of no mean dimensions an@ beauty

In 1906 Dr Martin again reported tWGNHAS, regarding an extension to the
churchyard toHolywood; 4. following excavations carried out in connection to the
extension of the churchyard south, beyond its existing boundaries, revealed the
preseme of a very solidand lasting wall which he had no doubt was the wall of
Holywood AbbeyRunning east to west and extending from the roadway about 45 feet.
The wall was made up of large freestone blocks in front, large whinstone blocks behind,
with a solid packing of lime and masonry. The breadth of the whole was about six feet,
and at one paras much as 7 feet 3 inchagile the height was about 5 feet 6 incbes
Unfortunately, none of the survey work is available to reference.

In 1912 a meeting(an armistice)was orgarsed by DGNHASand several stones,
previously removed from the sjtevere exhibited, including a central boss from a
standing cross, and a cross shaft decorated figitines, serpentsand dragons.The
whereabouts oflethesestoneds no longer knownThere was speculatidhese stone
fragments were pedlorman, even 8 century, indicating perhaps the presence of an
earlier monastery, however there is no aedhogical evidencea monastic site preceded
theestablishment of thdormarnstyledchurch aHolywood Although, considering the
spiritual importance of the surrounding sited 12" centurychronick, it is likely a
religious house did exigt the ared?®

Despite a searclof thesed mi s stonesg Wwas only in the Summer of 2023 when a
single stone was brought to treut hor s 6 A mund samg32cm rdiameter
medieval in originhad been set into garden featurg(See figure9). Although well-
weathered antalf obscuredthe stone clearly exhibited a cross of four equal arms, all
within a circle. The origin of the stone could not be confirmed, itso date of
manufacturePossiblya marker stonedr Churchhownedproperty, grave or boundar

a designof four equal arms within a circlexiststhroughoutChristiansociety and is
often associated with th&emplars, bt sinceall Christiansects ar&known to have a
presence in the area, it would not be surprising to find ssungsas thesand so are
difficult to assign wih any surety

Excavation was carried out in 1922 on #aest side of the sitghich revealed domestic
buildings and stone fragments, ufdings, a sculpted headnda 13" century stone
grave coverAll these fragments wemlegedlygiven to theKeswickfamily atCowhill
House**

43 St Drustan (* century), founder and abbot of Old Deer in Aberdeenshire, nephew of St Cotthmirzicled
asabbot of Dalquhongale (Holywoodgfore he became a hermit at Glenesk.
4 Anon, DGNHAS, 1922, p. 209.
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448  Today none ofthe decorativestonesbuilt into the cemetery wallurvive Reports of
abbey stonework decorating nearby gardens were made in the@adentury, but
subsequent investigation carried out in the Nineties, failed to locate any evidence. N
abbeyremainshave been identifiechithe churchyargbove existing ground level
Many of the 19 century grave markers exhibit extensogererings ofuxuriantorganic
growth Conversely,n the soutkeast area of the original church yard, there is evidence
of fewer burials andtunted vegetatigrsupporting supposition ameports theemains
of the abbey church lie under this quadrant.

Figure 9: A medieval stone retrieved from a local private
garden. The circular stone, 32cm in diameter and 8cm deep,
originally exhibiting a cross with arms of of equal length. E . -
Although it is known stones and grave markers were Figure 9a. A fragment of gilded obsidian exposed at the Holywood
removed frot the church sie, there is no contirmation this + church site by moles in 2023. The fragment, part of the lip of a
stone was one of them, and without context of the stone's . ( . . . i .

‘ ' medieval chalice or bowl, is gilded both sides. The remaining lip and

origins it is uncertain if the stone came from the former
its arc indicated a rim of approximately12-14cm diameter.

abbey site, and for what reason it was carved.

West 'New' Cemetery
(installed after 19?) pre-18th century cemetery
remodelled with 'new' church

build 1779

Current Church
Building

Route of original road (pre-1750)

Original church
entrance
P ———
Nave
Existing road, rerouted in
18th and 20th centuries N

South Cemetery
installed 1906 .
Probable location

and orientation of
original church

Figure 9b. Probable location of original church
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Figure 10: Survey carried out in 1997 on Holywood Abbey site

449

The site of the monastery and its environs were surve
in 1997, revealing curvilinear boundaries around -
location of the abbey. The earthwork bank étres
high and 5metreswide, runningapproximately900

metreson the northern and western sides of the <
appearsdeyond as a crop mark in the field to the eas
the site The feature doa®ot include a ditch, suggestin

Figure 11: Lalc-u‘}ciicv?lbgulfllﬁng lound in ficlds
the bank may have be constructed from imported tur e

or spoil from the construction of the abbey and its

underground vaults and tunneisjually, the landscape may be pasultant of the 18

civil engineering work as the ground level and sitreconsolidated to accommodate
the new church and cemetery sitdne ancient roadway that used ion through the
abbey complex has been diezttto follow the curve of the southern bank encircling
the cemetery wallThe fields around the churchyard are a popular destination for metal
detectorists, with several artefacts being found, including bronze work and a gold ring
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Figure 12: Mason's plaque Figure 13: Crossed bones plaque

A foliated stone cross, either a roof finial or boss, was found in 1965 beneath the floor
nearthe pulpit in the church aradlegedlygiven to the Keswick family(CBA 1967:19)

However, despite the indiscriminate removal of antiquities from the witbput
record,there are still remains, including two carved red sandstone plaques from the
original abbey recycled intoa fireplace in the hearse hous$edden from view and
probably discounted by historians by way of misinterpretafgeeFigure 12). There

is no archaeological report on the stones, nor menti@mynnspection.The lack of
weatheringand weardictates they came from inside the old abbey buildirgm an
arealargely free from erosion by human contadt is possible both plaques were
painted at one time, as there appears to beetiduef limewash although without
scientific and chemicanalysisit is impossibleto confirm the nature and age thiis
conjecture. From the unworked reverse sideof the plaquesand relatively
narrow/bottom heavy profiléhey weremade to fit a void created within a wall, rather
than applied orthe wall surfaceor designed to be freganding They were gher
created as part of thariginal wall-build of thechurch orapplied to voids created in
existingandor newwalls duringdecades of building work, extension and remodelling
beforethe churcHinally succumbedin earlyconsultation, all the historians, academics
and archaeologistdismissedthe stones asut down 18 centurygrave markersor
covers. However, there are several reasons why this supposition is incorrect, and
probably explains why the stones had been ignorgatdayiousinspection.
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4412  After thenew churckbuild was completedseveral ancient grave covers from inside
and from the precincts of the old church were repositioned around the new church
location This was confirmed bgeorgeH u t t \osit to the siten 1811.Hutton drew
a grave coveexhibitinga &alvary cros§ thought to be the grave marker of a crusader
None exist today on siteand none have beerbuilt into the new chuitt. All were
removedand lost no doubt to fill a variety of newreligious functionsoff-site It is
certain,reusedgravestonesvould never be found on a church builditsrgraveyard
Repositioned yes reassignednever the rule of reverence dictates it. It is highly
unlikely anecclesiasticatommissioner of a church is going to allow gravestones, or
any personafgrave narkersto be used in such a utilitarian fashi@nfireplaced it is
simply too disrespectfub the deadespeciallyin a time of greater universal piety and
respect for the Churcithis is particularly relevant if theyeregravestonetaken from
inside the church, on the understanding only persons of status would be interred within.

4413  The stonesat 7cm deepare too thinto freestand as gravestones lie as grave
markers, both requiring a minimum depth of 15amd so could only be mounted on a
wall or soundfloor surface With the back of theplaquesbeingunworkedthey were
designed as an installation rather tazover With little weathering or wear exhibited,
andpossiblepresence of limewash paioh the plaquesupports the theory they were
internallywall mounted and so removed as part of the demolition works carried out in
the 18" century

4414 As thesepulchral vaultsvereleft largelyintact it is unlikely the stonewereremoved
from belowground insteadeingthe resulbf necessargemolitionabove groundOne
of the stones exhibits br memkaThe plagues, ob ab |
originally contained within the chur¢chmay have formed decoration to duneray
monument, chagh, or aisle The stones were significant enoughdtbow the church
commissioners and the builder tetain the plaquessympathetically within the
precincts otthe new church buildThe stones werat some timéuilt into a fireplace
At first, it was thoughthe fireplace (but not the flue) was part of tr@inal hearse
house build in 1779. Howevierhen the stones and the fireplace were removed in,2022
as aprecaution prior tomecessaryoof repairs and renewat was clea the fireplace
was installedong after the hearse house build. The bricks used for the flue were the
same 28 century bricks used in the flue for the main chusoiler installed in 1965
along witha 20" century decorative bricloundbehind the plaqueghus,it is highly
probable the twplaquesverediscoveredinder thechurchfloor along with thdoliated
cross (see4.4.10) during the installatiorof heating pipeslt is therefore likely the
fireplace in théhearse houseas installed at the same time as the heating system in the
church.It is presumed the stones may have been amdmgstclesiastic stonesa
relics preserved under the church floor from th& d@nturydemolition.
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4415  Thed&rossed bonégplaquewith imagery ofcrossed bones and Aourglass presented
on its side has been replicated ddcottishgrave monumentssince the 1% century.
There is no definitive source for the crossed bones mdatbxgeverthe supposition the
imagery was inspired byay the Esenes managed their dedd is an extremely viable
hypothesisconsidering the early medieval attraction for relics and the maintenance of
t hei r s aiThetheu@lashé grasented on the side is also a familiar funerary
decoration orpost 17" centuryScottish grave marker©utside the common use of
crossed bones, in the context of burial and protection from evil sgixtsconography
had existed since the #@entury*® Both have been presentas symbols of mortality,
with the disabled hourglakse i ng ci t ed baslifecut shetd Howeser, or i an s
this idea of mortality is at odds with medieval Christian bglieat life on earth is
predetermined and life eternal awaité’ The disabled hourglassherefore better
representime stopped and life eterngdanted rather than life cut short

4416  There is no evidence to date the installation of the plaques within the context of the
abbey c h-bundredyéas histoiy and the existencef ahe imagery on18"
century funerarymonumentsioes not exclude th@aquesrom an earlierorigin. It is
unlikely the church was in use past the eariyid-partof the 8" century, and doubtful
any such plagues would be installed post Reformatibareforejt is probable it ighe
iconographyexhibited on the stones, along with others of the same medieval period,
thatinspiredlatermonumental masorse replicate itAs f or t Iplaquedth®ma@ s o n s 0
is no limitation to the date of its fabricatioonly thatit adornedthe wall ofa chapel
churchor funerary monument dedicateddaobya mason or masods g.ui | d

4417 Testimony(see4.4.3) indicatingthe redundantvaults drainsand passagdsavebeen
overlaid with the existing churchyam@hd its postL7" century burials, rather than
backfilled, is supported by the owner u t hsaspisioh of a significantoid or voids
under thepresent unheatechurch building. Settlement andberrantenvironmers
conditions are experienced in that area, withery high humidty levels (70-98%)
thought to becaused by significantunderground void fitd with water with ground
effect heatingof that water causingsubstantiahumidity and condensation on cold
church wallsMonitoring for 2023/24 recorded 90% yearly avergdgee Appendix XV

% TheEssenseslewish religious monastic seeiisting in Palestine for around three hundred years befére 2

century BCE. Thie funerary practices included laying out the body, and later placing the bones in a small

ossuary box, so small, the femurs had to be stored crossed with the skull resting on top. Scholars describe the
founder as dewish high priest; th&eacher oRighteaisness, a protype désus There is debate whethdgsus

was arkessere or perhapsnfluenced by them

481t is not until the late Medieval period (after 1250) Christians adopted the crossed bones to symbolise death;
Memento mori Wbat you ar e, we once wer e. What you ar e, you
John 1028 And | give | ife to t BEomnthiamsk:ddorvwedknow thdtifthe never p
earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,

eternal in the heavensifibhn 6:470Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes has eterngl [Remans 6:23;

dor the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus ourfi.dotin 5:119And

the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in H& Son.
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A few areas where the floorboards weisturbedto install heating pipes in 1965 were
lifted in 202Q Evidence of ground disturbance was natedhefloor surface that once
supporedthe Georgianstonefloor. Other areas of the floorboardingutside the area
of heating installation were liftesh 2022, revealingthe originalfloor surfaceonce
cariying the stondloor under these areasmained undisturbed, with its original layer
of lime mortar intact.

The discovery of at least three pieces of the original abbey church inpi®@8es
evidence decorative stonework was rescued from the demolition; stone which had little
use in recycling butvassignificant because of its religious and decoratwenotation
andsowasinterred under theriginal stondloor of the new church. There may have
been other masonry uncovered in 1965, some may have been redistributed, or even re
interred, but we know of only two plaques that were reused in the church. But seeing
only a small par{6-10%) of the floor was lifted in 1965, and the discovery of the
stonework not treated as archaeological find, and so improperly managed, removed and
dismissed without proper record, we may assume the find was perhaps not deemed
important enough to remove the pews and lift the entire church flber Church of
Scotland cite O6no record @omsaerihgahe hreodnt t o
of decorative stone to be expected from the demolition ofwsikiredyearold abbey

church of great significance and stature, there is reasonable assumption much more
stonewak remains interred.

There was @ historic building inspectionconductedin 2016, by John Pickin,
Archaeology and Heritage Servi¢ces part of the previous owners planning application
for a change of use from church to dwelling. The report, however, adds no value to the
understanding of the historic nature of the charsh q asin@inspection was carried

out upon the bells, or the ancient stonework evidenced in the fabric of the church
development.The contentin the report merely partlifted from limited previous
archaeological inspectionfails to consider the archaeological reports made to
DGNHAS, the sealed basement, evidenthe existence of below ground architecture,

or thepalpable andhherent environmental issuaffecting thechurch
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Figure 14
" Removing the
stone plaques
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Holywood Church
The Bell Tower

Built 1779, HolywoodChurch is a Tplan, red sandstone buildif§andhasa central,
square tower, coveringj0 saqiaremetres which wasrepaired and renovated in 1845
and 18645, by architect, Alexander FrastrCoursed and squared red rubble with
ashlar dressings, the south elevation tower has sheaded openings. The lower
stage, originally with a door facing souttas a westacing entrance into the church
formed in 1864, it is now keptockedand unusedue to concerns over the condition

of the steel lintohbove. The tower has three windows arranged vertically in the south
elevation over three floors. Louvred openings are situated on four elevations on the
fourth floor underneath the belfrythe top stage (possiblyuilt 1812 has louvred

Figure 15: Holywood church viewed from the south-east

openings with central colursrto each facebeneath a flapiercedparapeted roof,
accessible via a centrally located trapod Two tall, roundarched and kegtoned
Victorian staineeglass windows are situated on either side of the tower, whilst two
further stainegylass windows of more recent origin occupy the north elevation of the
cross hall. The bell towerand the belfringers chambeare accessible via &tone

48 Section ncludes iffiormation taken from Historic Environment Scotlafisting LB10209 Localand Planningiuthority,
Dumfries and GallowayNGR: NX 95495 79655Coordinates295495, 579655

49 A category B listed property, added 6/8/1971.
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forestair leading toraeastfacingfirst-floor door. Carried over four flooyaccessed via
steel ladders, the belfry is open via timber louvres on all ;sidsnal wire netting
protecting access fromoostingbirds Access is restrictive, and tifleor has several
rotten timbes at the perimeter and teereforedeemedinsafe

TheMain Church

Internally, the gallery, sealed up to form a fifgior meetingroom of 40 sgaremetres

sits above a main hall of 170wsye metres all underneath a flat ceiling with roof
timbers on brackets aradcentral acorrwith a bespokdight-fitting adorningthe main

hall. There are gabled porches on east and west flanks; andl&'atentury addition

with jamb flankers built over the original principal entrance under a piended roof,

Figure 16: Holywood church interior, before building work.

incorporating an internal stone staircase to the upper, fiobly a gjuare top twelve
pane sashed window. The stem of thpldn holds four round top fixed modebwilt
sashes orachof the west and easteslations.

There is a basement in the church, sealedafietime in the second half of the"20
century, possibly at the same time heating was installed at the south end of the church,
and the internal doorway to the tower entrance sealed Tigstimonyfrom an ex
parishionettells of a hatch in the floor near tdais There may have beerbasement

level doorway from outsideon the east side of the towerdicated by the extension of
original 18" centurydressed stone below ground level. A boiler house appears to have
been constructed over the original basement datr, later stoneworkgomplee with
sumpandoil tank sited ora stone roof It may well be the basement was sealed off
from inside the church at this time, although no church records were made available by
the Church of Scotland to confirm this.
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5.3 The Churchyard

531  The church sits within an irregular placlosedlisted churchyard, owned, managed,
and maintained by the local authority. The church and its immediate churchyard occupy
an area of approximately 5,350usge metres The churchyard holds within it a
significant collection of 1%-20" centurymonumers, amausoleum, and a vd War
Onememorial.

532  There are tw@pencemeteries to the south and west of the chdreh.cemetery to the
westis accessed through tlaacientchurchyardandcontains graves exclusivetiated
to thelate 20" and 2% century. The cemetery to the south has its own entrance point.

533  Externally, a hearse house, in ownership with the church, is positioned adjacent to the
west gate, flanked by two octagonal rusticated ashlar gate piers. It is under a slate roof
and built of random, recycled demolition stone from the original abbey tgijldis
identified by the stone composition and dressing

Figure 17: Holywood Church viewed from the north-east
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6.0 TheBell Inspection

6.1 Thebell descriptors

6.1 Tohelpdifferentiate the two bellhroughouthereport the RCAHMS desigations of
No.1 and No2, for the longwaisted and shosvaisted bel wereconsideredas listed
by Barbour) howeverthe signifiershielddbell anddnscribedbell are used instead,
reflecting the common terms adoptiatingthe a u t h anvestigatiom.w n

6.2 Access antbell frame

621  Accessto the belfrywas restrictive, and close inspection only achievable ama
installedtemporary platformconsolidating rotten timbers antbgng the void in the
belfry floor.

622  The wo bells are each carried on an individual timber headstock, connected to a solid
timber wheel, both held in place by a stoaktimber frame in good condition. Both
headstockshowed sign of previous wooavorm infestatiotP® The iron bracing and
clappersnverewell-rusted but intact and secure. The bell ropegein poor condition
androtteridetachedn several places.

6.3 Generalinformation aboumedievalbells andinscriptionletterform

631  Before reading théegend on both bellst was deemed necessdoy the authors to
further understandbell archaeology andhe styles of letterform used in medieval
monumental and decorative inscription, aadquire a fuller appreciation of the
medieval engravés art.

632  There isno exact date when large bells were introduced into the @hrShurch in
England and Scotlan@he first useof the large hanging belh a religious houskas
been attributed to Paulinus, bishop\la in Italy aroundAD 400, and it is recoetl
the venerableBede brought a bell to hang in his abbey in northern England
(Wearmouth)roundAD 680! At this timeinscription,if it existed would have been
in a form known aRomanCapitalsor SaxonCapitals as demonstrated on inscriptgn
of the period.

633  Western churchdils supposethter than this period betrlier than théate 14" century
show a type of letterformarrying the generalisegrm, Lombardic developing from
what Sir William Hope, in his paper on ttgals of English Bishogd.887)attempted
to catagorise a® ®de Lombardic o a more decorated form know@rowned

%0 Although it is unclear when the headstock had been treated for woodworm, all roof voids had been treated
against common furniture beetle Bychards & Starling Dumfries, June 1992.
SWalters, H. B. MA., F.S.A. Dearmer P. M.A. The Arts of the Church; Church Belk908
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Lombardiccapitals, as presented byhurstor®? Variations are difficult to date with

any degree of accuracy, shombardictyped is often used by patographers and
epigraphers to dete thegeneral term for decorative uppease lettering used on
inscriptions, and typically at the beginning of texts in medieval manuscript. Lombardic
capitals were used to write whatescriptions andhad no loweicase form

The 12-14" centuryseals Figures5, 6 and 7, show what may be termetombardic@
Figure 21lillustratesCrowned Lombarditetterformas used on the UK earliest known
datedchurchbell (12901310.

It is generally understoa@hristian church belfsom thelate 14" centuiesuse a family

of letterform for inscription that approximat® Ordinary Gothicor Black Letter The
written formwas developed from Carolingiaaript to consolidate morevordsto the

page, in a time when writing material was costlyhe letterform was used script form
througlout western Europe betweehe mid12" century and the end of the 16
century, but in terms of epigraphy the form was generally not used in monumental and
metal inscription until the late $4entury,as demonstrated on thé&2 bell of Holm
Cultram Abbey(See Figures8and19.)

Figure 18: The 15th Century bell of Holm Cultram Figure 19. The inscription reads: + ihc : thomas : york : abbas : de : holm : ¢V :

Abbey, similar in size to the bells of Holywood dominio : anno dni : mill® : ccee® : Ixii® - (Jesus, Thomas York, abbot,
master of Holm Cultram, AD 1462)

Photographs courtesy of G A Dawson, John Taylor & Co, The Loughborough Bell foundry.

52 Thurston, H. (1907). Bell§ he Catholic Encyclopaedia

©Mark Huitson& RBonde 32



TheTemplarBells of Scotland
An investigation into the origins of the balisa Dumfriesshirechurch

r, = s Ve
Figure 20: The Norman bell tower of Holm Cultram Abbey, founded in 1150 by
Cistercian monks from Melrose Abbey, on lands gifted by Earl Henry
of Scotland (1114 -1152)

LETTERAG A GROSS USED BY FICHARD WYMBISH ON BELL AT GREAT BRADLEY

Figure 21 Anillustrated example of Lombardic letter form used on the
bell of Great Bradley Church, made between 1290 and 1310

(From JCL Stahlschmidt's, Surrey bells and London Bell Founders, A Contribution
to the Comparative Study of Bell Inscriptions, 1884)

635  This aforementionedinderstanding, of courses a general rule and there is, as there
will always be, exception. Lombardic Capitals were used on monumamtabell
inscriptions wellinto the 16" and 17" centuies and today artisans still use the form as
decorative scriptFor example, HenryOldfield, 17" centurybellmaker of Nottingham
usal an imitation ofthe medieval letterfom, however as with most later bells, this

comes with characteristic later perieshbellishment® (See Figure22.)

636  Coinage seals and medadge another examplehsre Lombardic and Roman scripts
are used in preference Btackletter. Lombardic and Roman scripts providiarity on
surfaces compromised by application, letterspacingtlauhterspatial relationship of
each elemerit! Blackletter is difficult to reproduce by the engraver on very small
surfaces, thus Lombardic features on medieval seals and coins beyond the introduction
and propagationof Blacklettertype Of course, the inscription on the bell does not
suffer the same constraints as seals and coins, thus the choice of Lombardic on the bell
is either a deliberate aesthetic choice or concurrent with the period the bell was

fabricated.

S Walters, H. B. M.A., F.S.A., Dearmer, P, M.M., (Ed.) (1908 Arts of the Church: Church Bells. R.

Mowbray & Co, Oxford, UK. pp. 15254.

54 Johnson D.W. Burdette R. W (Ed) (2014) Encyclopaedia of Coin and Medal Technology
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637  Thereforewhereaghe concept of earl§6™ century bels carrying Lombardic script is
plausible,if not a little unlikely, considering theelatively crude nature of thearly
form lettering on theHolywood bells, and the complete absence of decoration as
displayedon contemprary bells of the periodSee Figurel9.), the probability is the
Holywoodbells are of prd 5" centuryorigin.

VOO s R o
L/ l'-e..{k",.,"ﬁ

Figure 22: A 17th Century bell by Henry Oldfield of Nottingham, using Crowned Lombardic as
a deliberate imitation of medieval letterform, whilst maintaining contemporary ornamentation

638  Dissemination oB a r b demrLatesLombardicas a letterform descriptdo experts
was neither confirmeh contemporary publication to his inspectioor accepted as a
bona fiddetterform identifier in eithemodernepigraphy or pakography This implies
B ar b orefarebce to the letterforron the Holywoodinscribed bell as, fiLate
Lombardic capitale is possiblyi nventi on to suit his concl
date and the anomaly of the general rukgher than a recognised and published
letterform amongst bell historians and archaeologists.
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6.4 Expectation and Expert witness

641  The studyrevealedell history/archaeology is a niche subject, mostly unresearched and
sparse ofacademiccopy. If there were reference works, they delved into bells of
specific parishesand ay national register was less than comprehensive with regards
to detail. The features of more than a few bells had been cited in reference material via
the use of binoculars from the ground, so error in the translation of inscription was to
be expectedand here were more than a few instances of disagreement between
published translatononbebsn d t heir keepersd decl arati o

642  Nineteenth centuryeference worksusually offered by enthusiasticecclesiastics,
contained copious hearsay and often a lack knowledge concerning basic bell
archaeology and bell foundingor examplechips on bell lips, the method of tuning
before shaving metal from inside the bell was introduced in tfecdrtury,is often
erroneouslyited as damage. In old texts, drawings were offered in lieu of photographic
evidence; often crude, incomplete and misrepresentative. Interpretation of medieval
Latin inscription was as good as ttieterpreerés skill. Modern 20" centuy
photographic evidence was limited to reference photos of the whole bell, without detalil
being presented, usually contained within book and pamphlet invariably created by bell
ringers and belheritagecampaigners.

643 In respect omany ofthe bellsthe studyencountered, public record rarely matched the
actual illustration on the belevent he sd madélsd B eehtury beliohe 15
Holm Cultram,carried goublic record and reported date1465 Theactualyear, 1462
only becoming apparent after the bell was removed from its belfry.

644  Hanging church andstablishmenibells are hardly rare, in fact there are over sixtg
thousand listed ithe national bell register. The register includes bells identified by
founder and dates, but there are many undated bells still to be assessed. With the origins
of ancient bells being revealed every year, primarily through restoration projects to the
building in which they hang, there is confusion over the location of the earliest UK bell,
partly due subjective dating and protest amongst bell enthusiasts for their own bell to
have the honour gjreatesantiquity.

645  Often, identified ancient bells are assumed to be concurrent with the age of the belfry
in which they hang, which is precarious premise as bells are a very moveable and
replaceable object, often the targetlwdft, relocation,gifting, and recasting. This was
particularly relevant on the Anglo/Scottish border. It was not unknown in the medieval
period in the borders of Scotland and Englayatticularlyduring the time ofvar and
thelarceny of thdBorder Reiver, for crosBorder raids to include the theft of bells from
churches, both as insult &aival community, and of course, profit.

646 Dating these O6earlyd bells is usually by
acquaintance with bells, establishisignilarity within expected bell forms. But since
dating of these bells cannot be scientific, nor corroborated by extensive collective
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archive, nor evidence; either on the bell or in medieval record, dating is still very
subjective.

647  Dating of early bells on form aloredtenutilizes an interrogative system developed by
George Elphik,>® which assesses the features of the bell and the techniques of its
casting interpreing the shape of theound bowas indicative ofts age.Long-waisted
bells, for instance, together with their harmonics, fall into a caterjame-13" century
bell manufacture.

648 Empl oyi ng EI phi shield=l, whicts Hadaireadgbeenuniteesally
identified asarchai¢ beehived shapedyrlong-waisted confirmed the &l fell into this
category ofearly fpre1200 bell form. The study howevefound only 18 locations
where longwaisted bells had been assessétin a national catalogue of @)0bells
Concern was raisdly the authorsvith so few bellsappraisedthe samplemay betoo
small to make a definite dating conclusionoWever it was found tle shied bell,
although of similar dimensiorte theinscribedbell, wassignificantly heavier (by as
much as 3810%), indicating itsdesignperhapsredated the moreconomially and
thus technically improvethscribedbell, alreadypresenteavith a possiblel2" century
manufacturing datghuss u pp or t i nagaly§id. phi ck 6 s

649  Without a comprehensive visual and descriptive catalogue of UK church bells hung
from the 11" to the 18 centuriesthe authorswere cautious about assigning features
of the bels to general understanding mooted in the few bell archaeology books and
textsavailableor taking a very limited catalogue of photographic representation of the
detail on bells and making assumptions based on instances of similarity. Arrangements
of canons were not deemed an explicit dating tool, as was shape, outside overtly long
waisted forms (which were universally regarded by bell conservationists as earlier than
13" century).It wasconsidered bellsftenwere not original to their current hangings
and foreign manufactured bells wenetirely possible

640 Considering the bell register contained such a large inventory of bells and so few
undated bellhad beermpositively identified, it seemed imprudent to usech a small
unrepresentativeampleof assessed undated bat#isassesthe Holywoodbells. Some
bell corsewvationists hadegrettablydisplayed partisan attitudes, which compromised
their reliability. For these reasotige authorsvereconsciousiot to make assumptions,
based on bell form and context in which the bells had existed, but concentrb&e on t
evidence the bells did present, ie., what was written or exhibited on the bronze itself.

641 However, for all the | ack of quantifiabl
by the bells they had examined, whte studyhad at theconclusionof initial research
wasa list of basic expectatioithe authorglared not call them rules, but it provided a
good checklist to help place the bélikely age range.

%5 Elphick, G. P. (1973)The Dating of Uninscribed Bell¥he RingingNorld, 60,pp 307 8
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General understanding

s4ar Bell founding has changed little since thé"kEentury, and there is a total lack of a
comprehensive catalogue of undated medieval bells pnattiseidentification of their
age. Without a date being presented on the bell, details of its origin, fownemen
the ethnicity of the bell maker, meant that is only really record and inscripateould
date the bell with any degree of certaiByoken bells can be recast, but invanabl
some alteration is made or added to the new bell.

Bell form

64 The degree of material usage, shape of the bell and the arrangements of the cannons
changed little after the ¥112" century. Longwaisted, beehive bell forms gave way to
squatter, fatter bell shapes, containing less metal. Chipping on bell lips in the cause of
tuning is generally acceptable up to thé' t@&ntury, after which bells are tuned by
shaving away metal from inside the bell.

Letterform

64u  Western church bells supposed later than tiecehtury but earlier than the late™4
centurydisplaysa type of letterform carrying the generalised tebombardicType
Variationsin Lombardictypeare difficult to date with any degree of accuratys the
general term for decorative uppease lettering used on inscriptions, typically at the
beginning of texts in medieval manuscript.

6.4.15 Lombardic capitals were used to write whimiscriptions andhad no lowercase form.

643 Christian church bells of the lateand 1%' centuriescommonly (but not exclusively)
use a family of letterform for inscription that approximates to Ordinary Gothic or Black
Letter.In terms of epigraphy, the form was generally not used in monumental and metal
inscription until the late M century Where Lombardic letter forms are usedlater
bells,it commonly is presentedith characteristic later period embellishment.

6417 Mixed letterform exists on inscription, but only to emphasise the beginning of words.
Abbreviation on Medieval Inscription

648 The rules of epigraphy are not the same as palaeography. Epigraphy often has differing
abbreviation conventions to ensure design is not compromised. Messy textual
abbreviation employed to save the mediev
However, pace saving abbreviation has a commonality in both engraving and text.
Regrettably there is little catalogue of epigraphical contraction to formulate expected
rules and convention for the medieval period.

The use of Siglum

649 The use of sigla (one letter abbreviation carried over from R@nagquity) denoting
common use words, namesid phrases generally gave wiay the 1 centuy, to less
contracted abbreviations in Latin palaeograghyt are frequently evidenced in
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epigraphy up to the 184" century. The decline of siglalong with Roman Capitals
on inscription would see a-emmergence after 1500, as Ronstyle Capitals letters
be@me, once morea popular choice on seals and artefacts.

Numbers

6420  Mixturesof roman numerals and written numbarscommon, but invariably presented
in the ablative case, accompanied by superscript lettering identifying abbreviation.

Dating paradigns

6421  All studied ecclesiastical inscriptions, carrying the dating paradignmo Domini
exhibited abbreviation. Where siglum were employed, they carried superscript letters
asindicators of contractian

Dates on Bells

6422 The oldest known dated UK bell is 1290, that of the beCClalughton in Lancashire
and although it is known there are probably many bells still existing in the UK that are
older than this date, they do not carry dates. There are reports of European belly carry
earlier dates, but they carry a different form than thrch tower bells. There is
expectation that #2century bells in the UK aneot dated.

The Model Bell

6423 The authors dighot have a sight of a fZentury bell in which to make comparison.
However, there was a late 18entury bell, within the same geographical area, for a
similar institution the bell in the remains of Holm Cultram Abbey, lying approximately
twenty miles across the Solway Firth fror
bel |, | i ke Holywoodds was d&lcentary religioueg d f r o
reforms and allowed to remain in the open Norman bell tower to stand to serve the
parish The Holm Cultram bell inscription, inl&ck Letter, readshc : thomas : york :
abbas : de : holm : ¢V : dominio : anno dni : mill° : cccc® : &ii%esus Christ, Saviour.
Thomas Yorki-ather, Master of Holm Cultram, AD1462
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ThelnscribedBell

Description

The westfacing cast bronzenscribedbell, still in tone,carries a note A The bell is

36 cmstall, 43cmsin diameter at the mouth and 2@isat the shoulder. The width of

the metal at the soudsbw is around @msand exhibits some chipping; the result of
pre-18" century tuning activity. The weight ofthe bell is estimated to be 780
kilograms There is no evidence ofacls, and there aneo recordspre or post 1779

of the bell being recast, and no reason to suspect the bell is not the oRgipairs to

the canons were observed, and there was possible evidence of proximity to extreme
heat (a fire) at some time in its life.

The inscription bands carriedbetween two pairs of beads runniagund the upper
part of the belbelow the shoulder. Whilst three beads run around the bell above and
below the soundbow.

The letterformpresenteds unsophisticatedtyle of Lombardig presented with spade

like finials, except forthe fourth character tile which shows a Gotlypge &6 M4rcos

2021). The letterformlacks the ornamentation of Crowndshmbardicand resembles

the letterforms used on pre™8entury engravingut incorporaés several bespoke
characters within the letters us&kveral characters are deemed to have been omitted
(as is usual on medieval belipressions), contractingpmmonusewords to save space

on the inscription, in some cases making the intended word indecipherable to the
modern eye.

The position of thenscribedbell, fixed close to the solid timber wheel, made viewing
the latter part of the description difficult without the use of a torch, mirror, or slim
cameraphone It might explain, in the poor light conditions of the bell tower (even on
a sunny day), how anyprevious inspection could have beercompromised, and
characters misread.

Thebell shape is a pattern seen in western bells dating as far back a$ tenti8y,
and so isundatableby bellshape alone. However, the chipping on the bell mouth
confirms the bell is contemporary witththe life of the abbey from whence it came, ie
pre 18" century.
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Figure 23: The Holywood inscribed bell
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7.2 Thelnscription

PICH

b ABBKIS| SACR| FIER]T FleCIH A0/ [6.VIGE

Figure 24: Authors' sketch of the inscription band.

Figure 25: The sponsor's name
Note: Omitted from the photograph is a separated tile, preceding the inscription, containing a cross pattée

Figure 28: The last section
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721 The inscription commences with a tile containing a cpztée[\ ], followed by a
separated tile carrying a capifl). The spaces between tiles were thought to indicate
both word and grammatical separation (as punctuation marks are absent), as well as
potential word omissior{Note: Bracketed bold letters are for illustration purposes only
and are not representative of the actual letterforms.)

722  Following a spaceafter the letter[l], are five conjoined tiles of characters
[W][€[I1][C][H] (see Figure25). Notable, are the inclusions dtliberateforking to
one of the serifs to the Lombardic character ledéf 4nd the Gothic minisculeg].
Another space separateghat appears to ba name with five more conjoined tiles
[A][BI[B][A][S] (see Figure 8), space, then four conjoined tilgS|[A][C][R], with
two small rectangles sitting offstet the right, above the lettefi§] and[R] on the bead
line. Following a space, sits a character of three long inverted triangles connected by
underlying ligature (resembling a conjoined M and N). This tile is conjoined to a tile
carrying a lettefE] (see Figure 8).

723  Two sets of conjoinetllesfinish off the first part of the inscriptioi-][I][E][R][I] and
[FILEIICIIII\ ] (see Figure 2), the last word ending a tile containing a crpsstée.
The crosgattée is differentrom the first crosgpattée useth the inscription in that
its lower limb is longerThe RCAHMSi ns p e ct i o nthea bfdeeitrisvveom; 0
like a small Latin cross.

724 A space followsthentwo separated tiles carrying a capita] pnd what appears to be
a capital D], (see Figure 8). The [D] is not confirmed as the character is not
represented elsewhere on the bethereas thdA] form used is identical to those
demonstrated elsewhere in the inscriptibns noteworthy the characteD] does not
display a openstem,matcting the [B] character on the bell (in ABBAS), instead, the
serifs are brought toget heloosdlyoesemblimgpsae t he
large shortfish.

725  The letter tile containingD] is followed by a space theffive conjoined tiles of
charactergQ or O: ][V or U][I][G][E] (see Figure 8).The first tile compromised by
the viewing anglegontains a sty$ed Lombardic character resembligitheranO with
a small equilateral triangkellowing, all contained within the same tilmanufactured
larger toeitheraccommodate two separate charagter aQ with a gresly enlarged
tail. The second tile contains what appears t& lwr U, the third,[l] (the letterform
confirmed elsewhere within the inscription) with a small rectangle carried above on the
bead ling(see Figure 8). The lettefG] is the fourthand the final tile of the five igE]
(again the form is confir medobe |lasbeowhee r(ea goa
carried on the bead line).
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726  The final separated tile contains a representation of two strekaar but presented
vertically in opposing directiond histile is largerthan the others on the engraving and
falls outside the line of the inscriptipmaking contact with both upper and lower bead
lines framing théegend From the imageshe reader will see other marks and shadows.
These are marks on the bell surface and are not engraving, as confirmed by a blind
touch survey.

Figure 29: The final character closing the inscription and the first cross pattée leading the inscription
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Figure 30. The inscribed bell's inscription and arrangement of cannons, viewed
outside the church tower.
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7.3 Reading theénscription
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